
 

       
                  204 Candidate Questionnaire 

 
1. What are the prac,ces of an effec,ve school board?   

An effec,ve school board concentrates on governing above all else, con,nually develops 
said capacity, ac,vely leads innova,on, develops a healthy partnership with the 
superintendent and senior administrators, and maintains robust communica,on with all 
of the district community stakeholders.  

2. What is the role of an individual school board member?  
            An individual board member has the opportunity to harness their unique quali,es,   
  backgrounds, and community involvement to collaborate and govern as a cohesive  
 board.  

3. During contract nego,a,ons, does the role of an individual board member change?  If 
yes, please explain the difference.   
No. 

Name Shannon Adcock 
For how long have you lived in our school district? 
Our family moved to Naperville (back to our IL roots) 5 years ago aNer living in Phoenix for 10 
years. 

What is your vested interest behind your desire to serve as a school board member? 
My vested interest is to uphold the oath of the school board and to serve the 27,000+ 
students of our district. 



4. What are the greatest challenges you see our district facing now and during the next 
four years? 

 At present, there is a challenge of the inequi,es between remote and in-person  
 learning. It will take adaptability, innova,on, and the retainment of quality educators/  
 staff to bridge the gaps. During the next 4 years, there will con,nue to be challenges   
 with deficits in academic performance due to those inequi,es alongside a poten,al for  
 division among the two different forms of learning. Budget is always a challenge,  
 however, in the coming years, the board will have to evaluate and consider challenges  
 resul,ng from shiNs in district enrollment, state funding, and any varying mode(s) of  
 educa,on.  
             

5. As a board member you will be regularly charged  with making decisions that will impact 
27,400 students, 3,100 non-cer,fied, cer,fied, and administra,ve staff members and 
this very large community as a whole.  From whom will you seek counsel to help you 
formulate informed opinions that will lead to you making quality decisions? 

            As a candidate, I have welcomed open and accessible communica,on from all  
 stakeholders: administrators, educators, staff, students, families, and the community. As  
 a board member, that level of communica,on will con,nue to aid my understanding  
 of how to best advocate for the students of the district and make high-quality decisions.  
 Regarding par,culars of finances, employment regula,ons etc. the board should as a  
 whole leverage every professional resource to aid their decisions.  

6. What is your role as a board member in suppor,ng the District 204 Equity Belief 
Statement? 

                My role will be to fulfill the oath as a school board member while collabora,ng with   
      the community to ensure equitable opportuni,es of all students in our district. 

http://www.ipsd.org/Subpage.aspx/Equity
http://www.ipsd.org/Subpage.aspx/Equity


7. How do you respond to a neighbor who tells you that a focus on educa,on equity could 
take resources away from some students while overserving others?   

            I would reinforce that I maintain integrity of my oath as a board member and 
 encourage any stakeholder to share any concerns with the board as a whole.  

8. What is your understanding of the Open Mee,ngs Act as it applies to a school board, 
and how will you as a board member make sure that the  Act is being appropriately 
followed? 

            The O.M.A. s,pulates that the people have a right to be informed on the conduct of  
 school board business. I will maintain integrity by upholding the expecta,ons under the  
 O.M.A., by following the applicable laws, and by par,cipa,ng in any con,nued educa,on  
 regarding O.M.A. compliance. I will hold all of the board to the same expecta,ons and  
 will follow due diligence in communica,ng said expecta,ons. For any closed mee,ngs, I  
 will make sure to uphold proper discre,on and integrity of applicable privacy  
 considera,ons.  

9. As a board member, what role do you play in the day to day management of the district? 
            I believe in the old saying, “Boards make policy, administrators carry it out.” The board   
 collec,vely makes governing decisions rather than meddle in the detailed, day to day  
 opera,ons of the district.  


